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FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. (of fire.”(b.) “He had horns on his hands,” 

Messrs Editors: I owe to yourselves and readers, an (e.) and “outof his mouth wenta sharp two edg- 
apology for so long withholding the second letter of ed sword.” (d.) “Round about him were thick 
Franklin to Paine. Some obscurity in the manuscript |¢loyds of the skies.” (e.) “Burning coals went 
which it was necessary, tho’ difficult, to remove, caus-| forth at his feet.” (f.) “like unto ine breast 5 
edthedelay. I shall forward you the third, and last)") >". TB dt Pew orass OUrN 
Jeter, next week, Yours, +Coarrans. ed in a furnace ; (g.) “and there went up smoke 
FRANKLIN’s Posthumous LETTERs. ‘out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth: de- 
LETTER No. 2. 'yvoured coals were kindled by it,” (h.) As you 

ee must be awareof the difficulty of imparting to 

: Dominions of Pluto. finite minds, ideas of celestial things, I must 
Friend Paine. ; Vulgar era 1794, beg vou to rest content with this brief outline; 

; On the occasion of my last writing, [| for the correctness of which, hawever, I can re- 
promised soon to give you some account of my | fer you to a collection of ancient records, said 
then approaching trial. Since that time my Case |to have been written under the auspices of the 
has been brought up and considered, and I have |judge himself, and left as a legacy, (on his with 
received condemnation for deeds done in the ‘drawing himself from terrestial “ scenes,) “se 



















flesh. However, the decision was such, all 
things considered,as I could not other than 
have wished. I preceed to redeem my prom- 
ise to you. _ 

I should have been put upon triala month 
since, had not the arrival of Robespeirre and 
some of his coadjutors interfered with the reg- 
ular order of business. These fellows, being 
favorites, underwent an immediate trial; but! 
happily for myselfand some others, they were | 
soon disposed of. They were, toa soul, ac- 
quitted, In charging the jury, his honor, the 
judge, complimented Robespeirre upon his loy- 
alty and opposition to the pernicious principles 
of liberty. His having sacrificed human be- 
ings to his God, was not forgotten, He has his 
reward. 





A jury having been empanneled for my tri- 
al, [ was putto the bar, I was offered the priv- 
ilege of choosing counsel, but declined, not be- 
ing pleased with the physiognomy of any one 
present, Whereupon, an individual of by no 
means a prepossessing appearance, stepped for- 
ward and volunteered his services, which, with- 
out permission from me, were accepted by the 
court. Asis usually the case under like cir- 
cumstances, he seemed the last to be desired 
-—the most imbecile of the fraternity, Be- 
fore proceeding, however, to give you an ac- 
count of my trial, permit me, to describe the 
court and jury. Upon an etherial throne sat 
the judge, a mystic personage, in all the majes- 
ty of office. “He was clothed with a garment 
down to the foot, and girt about the paps with 
a seg girdle.”(a@:) “His head and hair were 
white like wool, and his eyes were asa flame 











highly favored tribe of barbarians, then inhabit- 
ing, for aught history knows to the contrary— 
the flying islands, I may add, that from his 
general appearance, one would have thought 
indeed, “it were a fearful thing to fall into his 
hands.”(7.) 

[hope to be more felicitous in bringing be- 
fore your mind’seye, the worthy jury to whom 
my case was submitted—for they were once 
residents of earth, “and acted something there.” 
Their names, as called by Gabriel, stood thus: 
—Calvin, the reformer; Boccold, a contem- 
porary, and a prophet of the sect called Ana- 
baptists—husband at one time, of fourteen 
wives! &c.; Constantine the great-—favourably 
known as the cherisher of Christianity in the 
4th century—recollected by history as the mur- 
derer of eight of his household, among whom 
were his wife and his son; Henry 8th, the 
“defender of the faith by the grace of God”; 
Pope Innocent 3rd, founder of the Holy Inquisi- 
tion; Torquemada, the grand inquisitor; Jer- 
eau, the persecutor of Bayle: Charles 9th of 
France, of St. Bartholomew recollection; Ma- 
ther, our good, witchhanging Cotton! Burnet, 
the intriguing author of “History of the Re- 
formation” ; Pope Alexander 6th, prince of prof- 
ligates!’ and last, though not the least conspic- 
uous personage of the group,Judas Iscariot, our 
lord’s betrayer. These gentlemen souls were 
summoned & sworn, and took their seats. None 
were objected to by my counsel, as_he had as- 


sured me that they were as “good souls and 
a. Rev. 1—13. e; Psalms, 18~11.%, Heb. 10-31 
b. ib. 1--14. f. Habak. 3~4, 
c. Habbkkuk, 3-4. | g. Rev. 1—15. 
d. Rev. 1—16. h. Psalms, 18—8. 




























































































por aageanaae ——— a 
true” as could be found in the 1 upper ® kingdom hi him there was no cemeliness in bim.”* This 
and he had my consent to let them pass. The/man, thought I, would hang any client. 

attorney for the State now opened the case. | He began. Aner a few “fruit less attempts to 
Before proceeding to enumerate his specifica- meliorat e, by argu , the acCuSalIons of the 


tions against me—a word or twoofhim. From|State’s attoraey; which, ee the way I should 


the moment that he rose toaddress the court/have hiltiaiiien , were substantiated by the re- 
and jury, until the termination of the trial, I} cording angel, and consequently needed no de 
was gel viens the peculiarity ven, sappear-|nial or confirmation from me, he proceeded to 
ance. This p ili sity consisted ina fat ulty |enumerate instances of a¢ quittal,in which far 
of completely ‘cha ging form and co inten: nce,|graveraccusations had been preferred than in 
as different pas: ons 1 ere wished to be express }my case, and all through the mezits of the de- 
ed—of being every thing by times , and nothing | fending counse!--who was no less a personage, 
long; indeed t! the very Pro teus of ye he His} he reminded the jury, than the counsel ‘before 
general demeanor was grave and dignified ;—|them. Even they, themselves, though admit 
his countenanc C, ' when, not rufie a by pas sion. | ied, to be S he measurapiy becau ol thelr 
placid, though stern and indicative of firmness} high qualifications for official stations in ra- 
and dec saton ofcharacter. His form was a Fe e, owed mu cht to his intercession and interest 
jestic and herculian ; his voice of that penetra-|at court, for their admission. He m8 xd there- 
; ‘ 


ting clearness, whic! l le aves e€ ery mo du Lit tio mf re, that tn uch he had 1 fatlec i in e} lai iD ing a+ 
of sound produced by it, dis sein ictupon the ear.| way the ¢ grave charges i against the pr ‘Isoner, the 





In fine he seemed the tout ens semble of ¢ slo ho eva its and friend ship of the counsel fer that 
-—a man from whom a criminal had little to ex-| prisoner hit I not be forgotten by toy when 
pect. .etving in the r verdict. Finally he concluded hy 
The first charge inthe indictment was, un- sap ninating ~ Absa the tcounsel for “the state, 
fitnes sige paradise ; 2nd, fitness for hell. " hese| ?7 remarking that pee 4 oe ita bis lordship 
gene wal charges were supporte d by WN od calas'of at ig a angrier 6 % i heaven, 
a ations, the prancipa | of which we that| sa lee “a he (Sk WHICH RIS IORCERIp gril 
yg |HEG a ENasiuy smile’ *\—he m ight t think ree de- 


Thad at divérs times and on nt merous occasions, 
spoken | lightly of, and treated with contempt 
the holy word of God,—had boldly ats Pat 
unwillingness to observe the Sabbath,and oth- 
er institutions by the chosen ones of God ap- 


| fer fe oo unt too clever a personage for the upper do 
{minions! andconsequently, from an esprit du 
fe JOTps, |! if from no other feel , the jury as good 
| souls and true, should find th 1e 2 prisoner not guil- 


fe 


ointed ,—had dealt in good works without giv-|"*}: 





sal ii . 

: “ ; . he counse!} yr sta rose. He a | nel 
ing to God the glory thereof,—had been chari- he counse! for a tate rose i © hurled a K 
- iy vitl i indignat ion the accusation that his motive 


table for charity’s sa rt Pe and not reli-| 
in defending the majesty of heaven, were of 


gious, &c. The one great bugbear was, how-|: 
sinister nature. True, the criminal was well 


ever, that the accused had ~ been guilty of)" a: : : 
disarming Omnipotence of one of his princi- [worthy 4 gee lence below, but it souk also be 
pal weapons of warlare—the forked lightning recollected that he was as un pathy: of heaven. 
of the elements—and had shown such conterapt} "' "**- gaye oe dDEYs Sale he, would 
for said means of chastisement, that he had ac- you admit to your fellowship an individua al,guil- 
tually corked it up in a junk- bott! le, for the igno-| 'Y of the gross sanploty and, ‘pernicious, seli-suf- 
ble purpose of killing geese! He finally con- * crt morality of the deiendant? Is it possible 
cluded by cautioning the jury against any ap- tbat my c¢ olleague, who has just address peel You, 
peal to the passions,his opponent might attempt, could think thus meanly of your piety? Cer- 
and sat down to await the conclusion of the|*#itly not. I respect too much (again a ghastly 
smi le) his judgment, his candour, his oe er lity. 


defence. 
‘(He has permitted mercy to usurp the justice 
My counsel rose. He was of moderate stat-|seat, and forgotten alike that which . due to 
ure, fragile form, small, round shoulders and/)eaven, and to yourselves. 
narrow chest. He had a down look, contract-} After summing upin a mpertaniy manner 
ed, low forehead, and achin of the anti-mental ’ e offences for which Istood c harged, & bring- 
angle. The expression of his eyes was sofi—fing into full view the fact that my counsel had 
but meaningless. He was clothedin a robe of fait ed to give one good and sufficient reason 
: . te ’ : west 
a singular material, called “glory,” reaching to} why [ should not be found guilty of their com- 
his feet-—which, by the by, were bare, and ra-|,pission, he submitted the case to the jury, con- 
ther vulgar. “His countenance was marred|..__ ? 
more than any other man’s” arid“whenI beheld {*Isaiah, 53, 




















fident, as he assured them, that the ey WO ould 0 ry He ha istily entered, 
Yar vindicate the majesty of heaven, and their|box in vhand. Scemed ch igrined at the result 
own holiness, as to show by their verdict that|—satd he was surprised at the aera of the 
they spurned the fellowship of one so vile|jury. Hesitated. Talked of mpromise. Fi- 
and earthly as the prisoner before them. jnally proposed to throw th ie” with his Sa- 
Hi »satdown. Ileoked around to pe celve|tanic majesty fer the | n lis majesty 
what effect Mier remarks might have mi upon |said, “gro With ypreces? asked my coun- 
my counsel—but he had left the court. The/sel. “Good?” 
judge now%notioned to silence, while he char-| My ceunsel thre Two sizes! Beat that 
ged the i? “y. lwh yean!” Good!’ said his 3 a0 f) 
He dilated upon the heinousness of m | His majesty threw. ir Turew THIRTEEN!!! 
offence é #,——reminded the jury of what these|He audably whispered, “good!” 
were, inevery particular,—the lightning, the | “A miracle!” shrieked my counsel. 
junk-b ottle, my nonobservance of the sabbath——|* * * * % * * 
each came in to make up the quantum of indig-| WhenI write you again I shall give you a 
nation which he wished to impart to the jury.jsketch of my | resent ne I have excel 
That I would make an unfit subject for para-|lent company, and trom what I have witnessed 
dise was very certain; had Inot already shown /above, anti pate, shortly, more. An accomn 
a propensity to disarm—nay, dethrone the e-/dating imp, bound th-ward on a Visit to @ 
ternal? and was there no cause for alarm at the;camp-meeting, will hand you this. Your old 
idea of admitting such a being into heaven?|{riend and well wisher, 
- protested against su h a decision. Beside,| FRANKLIN 
. ‘ . 5 
vhat joy cou! ld I pos sibly derive froma resi lence | P, S. I protest against the practice, recently 
among those Whose almost sole business was to}, ed. of annlvine lightning rods to churches 
tremble and adore? The counsel for tHe st: tells oj the lie so forcibly to the doctrine of s 
had justly remarked that for such a mode of ex-! synerint nding prov e, that I fear, notwith 
istence, the accused was entirely unfitted, and | .tondine your theistical productions. that it will 
he hoped t that in this opinion the jury would) drive the whole civilized world into Atheism. 


readily concur. 


The Roimeen of the jury now rose and remar- 


that he was fully impressed with the 


ked,that asthecase appeared to tl vem a yery ! 
plain one, a majority had expressed a disposition | mci, RT te "aps ade 
to ascertain the vote without leaving th eirseats:| “DYING TESTIMONY OF BELIEVERS AND UNBE- 
whereupon, the vote being taken, it was found| SEVEDS. 
that ten were fer finding me guilty, and two! Messrs. Editors: Such is the title of “Tract 
for acquittal. The latter were Ji hn Calvi in,|No. 186,” published from the tract establish- 
and Judas Iscariot,the former of whom remarked, |ment of Nassau Street, New York, and claim ng 
af; 
|" 


and indeed cwuld not, 


quently ought not, 

found g uilty of any crime, whether he had com- 
mitted itor not. Judas on the other hand, be- 
lieved me undeserving of heaven, but candid- 


ly confessed that he had received his cue from 
the prisoner’s # connse end furthermore re- 
marked, that as he himself had once come ver y 
nearly being: dammed for fulfilling an act thatl 
been decreed by omnipotence, he disliked vay 
ing anagency in damning any one who might 
possibly be similarly circumstanced. The j jury 
were ordered to retire and deliberate. Soon 
returned, stating that it was impossible for them 
toagree. Were discharged. 

I was about to be remanded for further trial; 
and my counsel was sent for to receive the in- 
telligence. He had retired, fatigued with the 
effort he had made in my defence, and when|s 


1a¢ 
ii¢ 


opinion, 
that the prisoner was of the elect,and conse- 
be 


a a-aiaananaeenatiaatne eae 
with dice 
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‘th an the Re 
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sonace 
"‘SORd ge 


for its author no less a 


pel 
‘ownlee, D. D.—ihe very 
This 
‘om its title, as wel! 
's auth T,-—was recently 
a written 
; | have read; 
riend, with whom I am se ote 
; for the edification of your reade1 
erally, > permit me to quote from the tract 2 
gle passage, upon which I shall make 
aia. I shall be brief. 
The writer after adducing 
of persons whe had died repenting of 
tention to the prescriptions of Christianity— 
not one of whom, by shown to have 
been an unbehéver, goes on thus: 
“The deaths of men of the w & the ene- 
mies of Christ, we cannot contemplate without 
alutary instruction and solemn w arning. [ 
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called upon,was found at back-gammon with Ma- 


might refer to many recorded in the Bible, suc b 
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fas that of Pharaoh; of Korah;of the two sons of! with some remarks thereon, which youcan pub- 
Aaron, who perished under the influence of wine, lish if you think pfoper. The extract is from 
in the act of offering, like the infidel, “strange | Preliminary Remarks to “Six Months in a Con- 
fire on God’s altar;” of Achan, whose heinous|vent.” The writer is endeavoring to render 
crimes brought sudden death on thirty-six men, |ridiculous an assertion, that the flight of Miss 
and a fearful retribution on himself;and Balaam, | Reed was the precursor of the destruction of the 
who sacrificed his allegience to God,and his own | Convent: 

honor, conscience, and life, to the lust of ambi-| “Ifthese intelligent gentlemen have. really 
on; Absolem, the unnatural child aiid rebel-| brought their minds to compass such an absur- 
lious subject; king Ahab, & his queen Jezebel,|dity as this, they might be brought to invert 
who met the fearful doomof the persecutors of one of the miracles of sacred writ, and believe 
Christ and his people; Haman, the unprincipled | that Jonah swallowed the whale, and not that 
$tatés man,who sought to sacrifice the people of | the whale swallowed Jonah!” 

God on the altar of his personal ambition, && who, Now, in the name of consistency, I should 
was hurried suddenly to the very gibbet which like to know, why it should be considered a 
his hands had reared for his rival; Jupas Iscar- greaterimpossibility for Jonah to swallow the 
10T, who betrayed our Lord, and whose doom) whale, than that the whale should swallow Jo- 
was thus written by God—Good were it for that nah, and retain him alive in his stomach for 














































man hud he never been born!” 


Now, without dwelling upon the absurdity of 
supposing thatan infinitely good being should| 
have punished Pharaoh for having opposed the 
departure of the children of Israe},.fter he himself 
had hardened Pharach’s heart, (Exod. 7—3,)) 
. or enquiring intothe nature of the crime, com-! 
mitted by one man, that could have justly) 
brought death upon thirty-six innocent persons, | 
&c. &e., I would merely direct the reader’s| 
attention to the last, great absurdity of the ex-| 
tract-that of holding Judas biamable with the 
death of Christ! “Good were it for that man had| 
hé never been born!” Well, suppose that he) 
had never been born—what then? How could | 
the saviour of the world have fulfilled his mis- 
sion? How could the world have been benefit- 
ed by his advent? Nonsense! Yet Judas be- 
trayed his lord, when his lord knew, and 
gave evidence of that knowledge, that Judas 
was the person singled out tobe the means of 
consummating his mission! I understand that 
in-some Roman Catholic countries, Judas is 
keoked up to asa saint—and well he may be, if 
his story is credible at all. Our reverend 
tract scribbler is not at all singular in this error 
of throwing upon Judas, blame to which he is 
not entitled, but consistency demands that the 
practice should be reformed. 

I have not leisure to comment upon any 
more of the work—nor perhaps would it be ed- 
ifying, as it is allof a piece. (a 

sao 
FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. 
MIRACLES. 
“‘Oh, wad some power the giftie gi’ us, 
To see oursels as ithers see us,”? 


| 


| 


Burns. 
Friend Examiners: take the liberty of 


led 


three whole days? Or why the story of such 
a feat should be thought more incredible, than 
that of the loavesand fishes, of Balaam’s Ass 


speaking, of the rods turning into serpents, or 


of the miraculous conception itself? “In for a 
penny,in fora pound,” should be your motto, 
gentlemen christians, when holy writ is the 
subject of credence. 

And by the by, while the fish story is on the 
carpet, it may not be improper to introduce a 
synopsis of a sermon upon, the subject, deliver- 
some years since by the Rev. Rob. Taylor, 
then a Christian minister. It may be new to 
the readers of your paper, though published 
once before in this country—in the Free Enqui- 


\ rer. 


The text was, “For asJonas was three days 
and three nights in the whale’s belly,—so shall 


‘the son of man be three days and three nights 


inthe heartof the earth”—Matt. xii.40. He 
began, “Then this glorious miracle of the man 
having been swallowed alive by a fish, and re- 
maining alive for seventy-two hours,undigested, 
and unhurt, in the fish’s bowels, and being vom= 
ited up, unhurt, and safe upon the dry land, was 
as true as the gospel ; and consequently the gos- 
pel was as true, but not more true than this sea- 
sick miracle. He inferred that no person could 
have aright to pretend to believe in the death 
and resurrection of Christ, who had the least 
doubt as to the reality of the déglutition and 
evomition of the prophet Jonah. As to the na- 
tural imptobabilities and physical umpossibili- 
ties of the miracle, these were nothing in the 
way of a true and lively faith, Where mira- 
acles ofany sort were concerned, there could 
be no distinction into the greater and the less, 
since infinite power was as necessary to the re- 
ality of the least as to the greater. We'should 





submitting the following extract to your notice, 


never forget that it was the Lord who pre< 
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pared the fish, and prepared him for the express 
purpose of swallowing the man, and probably 
gave him a little opening physic, to cleanse the 
apartment for the accommodation of its: intend- 
ed tenant; and had the purpose been, that the 
whole ship and all the crew should have been 
swallowed, as well as he, there’s no doubt that 
they could have been equally well accommoda- 
ted. Butas to what some wicked infidels objec- 
ted, about the swallow of the whale being too 
narrow to admit the passage of the man, it 
only required a little stretching, and even 
a herringor a sprat might have gulped him. 

He enlarged, most copiously, on the circune 
stance of the Lord speaking to the fish, in order 
to cause him to vomit; and insisted on the natu- 
ral efficacy of the word of the Lord, which was 
quite enough to make any thing sick. He pointed 
out the many interesting examples of faith and 
‘obedience which had been set by the scaly race, 
who were not only at all times easy to be caught 
in the gospel net, when thrown over them by 
the preaching of the word, but were always 
ready to surrender their existence to the Al- 
mighty, whenever he pleased to drop’em a 
line: 

That asthe preachers of the gospel were 
fishermen, so the preachers of the gospel, to 
this day, might truly be said to be looking after 
the loaves and the fishes, and they who, as the 
scripture says, are “wise to catch soles,” speak 
to them forno other purpose than that for which 
the Lord spake unto the whale, that is, to as- 
‘certain how much they can swallow.” 

The moral of this pungent persiflege, aimed 
to admonish the proud and uncharitable believ- 
er, who expected his acceptance with the deity 
on the score of his credulity, that when his 
credulity was fairly put to trial, it might be 
found that he was in reality as far from believ- 
ing what he did not take to be true as the most 
honest and avowed infidel. 

“Thou then who wouldst put a trick upon 
infinite wisdom, and preferrest the imagined 
merit ofa weak understanding, to the real util- 
‘ity of an honest heart-+Thou who wouldst 

‘“‘Compound for ‘sins thou art inclin’d to, 

By damning those thou hast no mind to.” 
Hast thou no fears for thy presumptious self? 
. "Thou believest only that which seemeth to thee 
to be true; what does the Atheist less? And 
that which appeareth to be a lie thou rejectest; 
‘what does the Atheist more? Can we think 
that Godhas given us reason only to betray 
us, and made usso much superior to the brute 
creation, only todeal with us so much worse 
than they, to punish us for making the best use 
‘we could ofthe faculties hehas given us, and 
to make the very excellence of our nature the 


‘cause of our dampation?” P, 








Joun Trerzen. 
A notorious vender of indulgences,was born at 


Leipsic, where he studied theology, entered, in 
1489, the order of the Dominicans,and received 
permission to gointo the world and preach. In 
1502, he was appointed by the Roman Seea 
preacher of indulgences, and carried on, for fif- 
teen years, a very lucrative trade in them, prac- 
tising the most shameful delusions upon the peo- 
t 
adultery. 
cession, the sentence was mitigated to perpetu- 
al imprisonment. 
this, he travelled to Rome, was absolved by 
pope Leo X, and even appointed apostolic com- 
missary; and the archbishop of Mentz made 
him inquisitor. 
indulgences with'still greater effrontery, and 
travelled through Saxony ina wagon, provided 
with two large boxes, one of which contained 
the letters of indulgence, while the other was 
destined for the money obtained forthem. The 
latter had the following inscription :— 


le. His life was so corrupt that, at Innspruck, 
e was sentenced to be drowned ina sack for 
In consequence of powerful inter- 


But being released also from 


He now carried onthe sale of 


.Sobald das Geld im Kasten klingt, 
Sobald die Seel gen Himmel springt. 
When in the chest the money rings, 

. The soul straight up to heaven springs. 


He is said to have had ninety gold guilders a 


month, besides his expences. In many towns 


he was received with the ringing of bells, and 
every where levied large contributions, as he 
offered absolution for every crime, murder, per- 
jury, adultery, not excepted. He carried on 


this infamous trade unchecked, until Luther 
came out,in 1517,with his theses against the 
crying abuse. These were answered by Tet- 
zel: and the students of Wittenberg burned the 
answers in the market place. ‘Tetzel himself 
received a severe seprimand from the papal 
chamberlain,who was sent to settle the dispute. 
He died of the plague, in the Dominican con- 
vent at Leipsic. Itis reported that Tetzel 
went so far as to give absolutions for crimes 
yet to be committed. It is well known that a 
great part of the money thus received was used 
for the erection of St. Peter’s church at Rome. 


Few crimes, private or relating to the 
public, can be committed by those whose minds 
are carly seasoned with the principle of loving 
and promoting the welfare of their native coun- 
try. For, generally speaking, all our vices 
whatsoever turn to her prejudice; and if we 
were convinced of this betimes, and if from our 
very youth we were seasoned with this notion, 
we should of course be virtuous, and our country 
























































Or sistenc Vy. 
ctions, 
abi that he 


rand intends to prove his volitical 
The comparison of his words and a 
different periods, will, he supposes, 


oe } 
at} 


AN IMPO STER. 

The Canandaigua Freeman gives the following 
account of a singular imposture practised in 
that vicinity. 

Ve have received information from several 
individuals, that a person calling himself Ralley 
Wells, came to the town of Farmington about 





lieved; 
ithat we form no clear ide 


be teed sctinytepmtinenneuneate 








would prosper and | flourish in propotion to this} the first of May last. He stated that he w as 
amendment of ourmanners. Wherever private) from Massac husetts; was deaf and dumb, made 
; men.can be brought to make all! their actions! great professions of religion,-that he was a 
and counsels, thoughts and designments, to cen-| me nbe of the Methodist Church; and solicited 
tre in the common good, that nation will soon|charity. His general appearance creat profes 
gather such strength as shall ist any home-|sion, and his supposed ,mability to labor, pro- 
bred mischief, or outward accident. . No creat}: d for him much sympathy anda liberal sup- 
thing was ever done but by such as have pr -|p ior his necessary wants, fi the hospitalit 
fered the love of th tre se all other con;}of the inhabitants where he had tak 1 up his 
siderations; & where’ er this public spirit Ci femporar residence. Di rine the two months of 
and where this zeal for the common o£ od TovV-' Dl jo n her« she ae Ory attentive at the re- 
erns in the minds of men, that state will flour rious meetngs in the neighbourhood,particular- 
ish, & increase in riches & powér, and w! the M tho t& Baptist. Afterhas ing been 
ever it declines, or is set at nought, akn 1ere about one month some friendly people, as 
disorder, and poverty must be expected. This|they were returning from a Methodist meeting 
love to their native soil, where ithas been deep-| called at the house where Wells staid and held 
ly rooted, and where if could be preserved, has{a short social prayer meeting, during which one 
made little tities famous & invincible, as Sparta,| very ardently prayed that the afflicted deaf and 

Corinth, Thebes, and Athens; and from thence |dumb man might, ifit was consistent, have git 
all the Roman greatness took itsrise. But where!en tohim the precious gift of speech and hear- 
they are wretchedly Ganytiing their own ends,|ing. At the expiration of the prayer, Ralley 
without any care of t] ountry’s profit, or} Wells rose up and declared the special answer 
trafficking its wealth and s, for rewards,} to the prayer by both speaking ind hearing.— 
preferments, and ‘titles; every one is|'I vent created suspicion that all was not 
snatching all he can, and where there is a gen- ht. A person in the neigberhood wrote to the 

eral negicct ofnational intere t, tl ey grow lux-|place where he stated } ume from. The an- 
urious, proud, false and effeminate; and a peo-jswer of the Postmaster says, that the only part 
ple so depraved is commonly the prey of |of the n ive which the man give himself 
neighbour seasoned with more wise and better|that is trwe,isthe name. Soon after the arri- 
principles. val of the answer, Wells disappe from the 

| place,and is now supposed to be somewhere in or 
eR FR ES fy ARGS on Oa ces es 
M. pe TALLEYRAND.—'t is generally repor-|200U the village ol Ligypt, ving inthe direct 
tedbin the French papers jroad from Rochester to Palmyra. 
tist and extraordinary me 
case of his death, that th BELIEF. 
¢ which he is possesed, fap ne! Belief, according to some philosophers, is in- 

, orld. He has Jong been engaged in Wriling | dependent of our interest. The: Te phil sophers 
his memoirs, and nis agree S € a ved lr) are right or wron gg acct rding to 4 idea ther y 
severa bereshee rery day, arr nging the materi-| attach to the word Belief. If they mean by 
als given him y prince. Phe put lic ition | if — ea of the matter believed; aad that 
of all his politic ical dis iS to ras ede thato they c like ihe geometric ans, demonstrate 
the memoirs, by which means M. de 7 auey-' the tr ath of it; it is certain that no errour is be- 


will stand the examination, 
ea of it,and that in this 


But if we jake 


that none 


sense there are few believ ers. 


has never contradicted hims self.-We do not doubt! 41 1e word in the common acceptation, and mean 
his talents for oe most obstacles, andif|,,, a believer an adorer of the bull Apis; if 
the above statement be true, weanticipate the | ¢] he man who, without having a clear ly of 
appearance of these pages with curious interest.| what he belje ves, believes by imitation, who, so 


goat 
y 


, believes he believes, and maintains the 
slief at the hazard of his life; in 
his sense there are no believers.-The; ‘Catholic 

church boasts continually of its martyrs; but J 
know not wherefore. Every religion has its 
own. “He thatpretends toa revelation ought 


to die in the maintenance of what he asserts; 


AP: 
ruth of his be es 


that is the only proof he can giveof its truth.” 
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Nearly a i “gov ernments” have impesed up-| 
on the mass the due performance ofa variety of| 
rites and ceremonics,2s a powerful means of, 


There is much truth and beauty in the fol- 
diffusing and preserving a sense of religious | lowing remarks of the late Dr. Thomas Brown, 
objection, and of making bodies of men thin! <,| lof Edinburgh :“Politeness, in all its most impor 
move, and act, in tame unison. | tant respects, is nothing more than the know!- 

The conformity, and simul taneousness of hab-| edge of the human mind directing general be- 
its and opinions, arise without doubtin a great) nevolence. Itis the art of producing the great- 
measure, from the interweavement of a ritual | serge Lage oF which the external courtesies of 
eystem into the transactions and customs of their|life can afford, by raising in the minds of those 
lives. Thus has the Hindoo religion been pre | with whom we are conversant, such ideas or 
served in operation for thousands of years. Up-|f if lifes that may give pleasure, and averting, 
on the same principle, the religions of the Ko-|a: much as pos-ible every idea which may lead 
ranand Bible have retained their primitiye!to pain. Itimplies, therefore, when perfect, 
characters up to the present time; and the/a fine knowledge of the natu tural series of 
Jews have upheld their identity as a people a-| thoughts, so @s to distinguish not merely the 
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effect of what is said or done, but those which 
may arise still more remotely: he is the most 
successful in this art of giving happiness who 
sees the future at the greatest distance.” 





All politeness is owing to Liberty. We pol- 
ish one another, and rub off our sides by a sort 
of amicable collision. To restrain this, is inev- 
itably to bring a rust upon men’s understan- 
dings. 


Sormncr,—Science, the partizan of no coun- 
try, but the beneficent patroness of all, has lib- 
erally opencd a temple where all may meet. 
Her influence on the mind, like the sun on the 
chilled earth,has long been preparing it for high- 
er cultivation and further improvement. ‘The 
philosopher of one country sees not an enemy 
in the philosopher of another:he takes his 
seat in the temple of science, and asks not who 
sits beside him. 


Wuo are THE [nFrpEts?—This is the ques- 


tion. In order to answer it correctly, we must | - 
‘ascertain the definition of the term, which is so 


lavishly bestowed upon those who differ from 
us in opinion. 

The meaning of the term infidelity, cannot 
be known by that of its opposite, fidelity. The 
word isof latin derivation, and consequently 
weare to look to the Latin for its primitive sig- 
nification. “Fidelitas Sinceritus.” (See Ains- 
worth.) Infidelity is the opposite of this: “in- 
fidelitas infidelitatem,” treachery, perfidy, 
faithleseness, disloyalty. 

Now, what has this to do with a man’s faith? 
It relates to moral conduct, not to belief or un- 
belief. The man who goes counter to the rules 
and regulations of sound morality isan infidel, 
whether he believes in a devil and a hell for his 
neighbours or not. 

To call a man an infidel, because he differs 
from “our church” in matters of faith, is not on- 
ly giving the term a false definition, but is no 
small slander. 

But suppose that we admit that the manner 
in which this termis generally used by “we, 
the righteous,” is correct—that the person 
who doubts the truth of the declaration contain- 
ed in the scriptures, is an infidel—“who are the 
infidels,” then? 





ANGELS. 

If we examine history for the chracter ofan an- 
gel, (which, by the by is only to be found in the 
history called sacred,) we shall find that all su- 


thought which will be the immediate or near pernatural beings, instead of bringing good ti- 


dings of great joy, have been the harbingers of 
misery and desolation to us poor mortals! And 
the description given of them, in the saered his; 
tory, proves them to be a fornicating,and most 
cruel race of mosters. The first time which we 
read of one, we find him armed with a flaming 
sword; standing sentinel, over a tree, against 
two poor naked and defenceless mortals, least 
they should pluck its life preserving fruit, and 
live for ever! Quere; how many poor birds were 
slain, in their attempts to pick from this tree ?— 
Or were there no birds, caterpillars, or insects, 
in those days, which might have stolen a bit, 
and suv have become immortal? Perhaps, you 
will say, that, they were all inspired with good 
manners by the holy ghost, like the wild colt up- 
on which Jesus rode! But,I never could learn, 
what become of this strange being with his fla- 
ming sword! Is heand the tree there still? If 
not, when, and where did he go with it? as we 
hear no more of himnor his tree ever after. 
Surely God did not destroy them with every liv- 
ing substance, when he opened the windows of 
heaven, and deluged the whole earth! 
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